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Introduct i on 
This study of juvenile delinquency contains 184 cases 
and covers a period of 5? years, from 1881 to 1938 . The 
case history of each delinquent was secured from the State 
Industrial School for Boys at Topeka , =·ansas, l The State 
Industrial School for Girls at Beloit , Kansas, 2 and the 
State Industrial Reformatory at Hutchinson , Kansas . 3 The 
institutional records also contained the parole reports . 
The boys were located, their pres ent occupation determined, 
and their school and church records determined where possible . 
As there are no records in the probate court concerning the 
cases, the writer was compelled to compile the records ob-
tained from newspapers, school records and interviews with 
the teachers of the boys when poss ible . In some cases the 
boys were interviewed . 
Other records used were those of the District Court 
such as individual case files and the trial docket of the 
judge . 
Officers of the Justice of the Peace Courts from Ellis 
and Hays and people in the various towns who had been public 
servants we r e interviewed concerning various cases . 
1 Topeka Gr oup begins at 1ae1 . 
2 Beloit Group begins at 1913 . 
3 Hutchinson Group begins at 1896 . 
History 
Kansas , a state of the Middle Hest , became very 
famous during the slavery days . The eastern part of the 
State was settled before and during the Civil ar . It 
remained , for the central and western part, to be settled 
after the war by the veterans and immigrants from foreign 
countries seeking new homes . 
In the western part of this state we find a county 
called El is , which was na ed after Lieutenant George 
Ellis of the 12th Kansas Infantry . He was killed 
April 30 , 1864 , in a battle at Jenkins Ferry , kansas. 
In 1867 the boundaries of this county were defined by 
the Kansas tate Legislature . The county is bounded by 
Rooks , on the north , Russell , on the east , Rush , on the 
south , and Trego, on the west , and contains 900 square 
miles . 4 
Famous explorers traveled across Ellis County Terri -
tory during the early days . The first explorer .was 
Bourgmont who in 1?24 followed the Saline River as far as 
the western part of the county . He was sent out to this 
western country from Fort Orleans near St . Louis. 5 
Between 1825 and 1840 the beaver, and the buffalo 
hunters roamed the county . Two camps were established 
4 Kansas History Andreas 1883 . 
5 Chart 1 . ppendix . Page 
in Ell i s County , one on the Saline River , north of 
Yocemento on ect . 20 , T. 11 , R. 19 . From this point 
t he beaver were hunted along the Solomon River . The 
hides were taken from the first camp to the second camp 
on the moky Hi ll River, Sect ion 16, T. 15, R. 19 . They 
were then transported to the eastern market by rafts on 
the Smoky Hill River . These men iere among the first 
early settlers of the county . 6 
In 1845 Captain John c. Fremont and "Kit' Carson 
followed the Smoky Hill Riv er across Ellis County Terri-
tory to the Rocky .:ountains . This trip ·1as but one of 
five this famous pair of explorers ade . 7 
The next group of early settlers were the hay and 
timber campers who were hired to supply the army forts 
with hay and fuel. ost of these men were retied 
soldiers from the Civil far . 8 
The nited St ates Census show that there were fourteen 
of these ca ps wi thin the county . ,ost of the occupants 
were discharged soldiers f .·om the t ates , and the remainder 
were European adventurers . There were 1 ~35 people in 
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Chart II . 
ppendix . 





comi ng from Ohio , Ill"n i., Jndi I 'issouri , and Fenn-
sylvania . The forei ners came from the Britist Isles, 
Germany , and France . 
During the Civil ;ar Kansas received a large amount 
of publicity concernin its prairie lands , wild game , and 
the r ough element found in its small settlements . 
I n 1872 a ne clause as placed in the Homestead ct 
of 1862, eivln the soldiers credit for the years they 
had spent in the a r , on t he tire they must live on 
their homestea to secure a clear title . They , ho1ever, 
had to live on the claim one year to secure the title. 
This caused a large number of oldiers to o est to 
build a home and s t rt life over . fter the war they found 
themselves without an occupat·on or eans of aini g a 
livelihood and this esterr o portunity looked ttracti e 
to t hem . 9 
4 
The war department sent soldiers and scouts into this 
country to protect these i i grants and freirht rs treking 
over the plains of this vast t te. A lin of forts ras 
established a lon the main h i h1tays of travel for protection . 
One of these forts was established at Fort Fletcher , Sec . 27 
and 34 , T. 15 , R . 16 , ctober 11, 1865 . This fort moved 
later to , Section 5 , T. 14 , R. 18 , and was named tort Hays . 
9 heference 1 . ppendix . age 
These fo r ts were headquarters for government troops whose 
duty i t was to protect the settlers from Indian raids and 
to establish law and order among the early settlers . 
The Kansas Pacific Railroad advertised Kansas all 
over the world as an ideal location for settlement . The 
rai l road had secured ten alternate sections along the 
right of way for twenty miles on each side in Ellis 
County , lO as a compensation or inducement to build the 
road . It was necessary t .at they obtain business so 
that their stock would earn a suita le ret1rn to their 
stockholders . gents were sent into Rus s i a to solicit 
settlers . The Gerr.aan Russians along the Volga River were 
easily interested because their i unities from Russia 
were about to be withdrawn making it eces sary for them to 
seek a new home or serve time in the Army of th Czar . 
In 1872 the first colony of igrants bent on 
establishing a home in El is County settled around lalker, 
Kansas . Their idea was to estab lish a town site rather 
t han t o operate a farm . llost of them soon moved away as 
t he t own did not flourish . The second colony was established 
i n Ellis , Kansas by a group from yracuse , New York in 
18 73 . The thi-d group was the English Colony headed by 
Geor ge Gr ant a t Victoria , Kansas . In all 24 colonies 
settled i n El lis County , bet ween 1872 and 1885 , from Ohio, 
10 U. s . Patent 13 . Appendi x . Reference 2 . 
New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, i sconsin, and Kent ucky . 
The Europeans came from Engl and , Scotland , I rel and , Ger-
many, Luxenburg , Bohemia, Austria , France , and Russia . 11 
11 Charts VI, VII, VIII. Appendix. Page 
Nativity of Ellis County Population 
Ellis County has steadily grown in population since 
18?0. The United States Census recorded in that year 
1336 inhabitants. 12 In 18?5 this number dropped to 940 
but came back to 61?9 by 1880. 13 By 1900 the population 
g~ew to 8626 and to 15,90? by 1930. The following table 
shows the distribution and percentage gains and losses 
during the period of 1900 to 1930: 
Table I 
Population of Ellis County 1900- 1930 
190014 193015 Percentage TTI ~'Y'PA !=IP 
POPULATION 8626 15907 84 . 4 
Males 4436 8108 82 . 7 
Females 4190 7799 86 . l 
NATIVE BORN 6568 14535 121.3 
Males 3347 7409 121 . 36 
Females 3221 7126 121.2 
FOREIGN BORN 2058 1306 - 57 . 6 
Males 1089 666 - 63 . 5 
Females 969 640 - 51.4 
FOREIGN PARENTS 
Native White 4161 3334 - 24.8 
NATIVE PARENTS 
Native White 2344 9246 293 . 6 
The average size of the above families in 1900 was 5 . 4 
persons each, which was the largest average size family 
7 
12 Page 191 Compendium of the 9th Census of the United States . 
13 Kansas Third Biennial Agriculture Report 1881 Page 223 . 
14 Table 103, Page 583, Volume 1, Part 1, 190_0 Census. 
Table 15, Page xliii, Volume 1, Part 1, 1900 Census. 
15 Table 19, Page 481, Volume 6, 1930 Census. 
per county in Kansas, and in 1930 the average size had 
diminished to 4.18 persons per family which was also 
the largest in the state. 16 17 
16 Table XC Page CLVIII Volume 2, Part 2, 19,00 Census. 
17 Table 21, Page 873, Volume 3, Part 1, 1930 Census. 
Illiteracy 
Illiteracy has gradually decreased from 9 . 8% of 
the population in 1900 to 3 . 2% of the population i n 
1930 . The percent of illiteracy has remained practi-
cally the s·ame among the foreign born whites . Ill itera cy 
has also remained practically stationery in percentage 
among the native whites . The following table will show 
the fluctuation during each ten year period: 
Table II 
Fluctuation in illiteracy 1900-1930 
ILLITERACY 190018 191019 192020 193021 
Number Illiterate 614 260 417 369 
Percent Illiterate 9 . 8 8 . 8 4 . 3 3 . 2 
Native Whites 16 52 70 100 
Percent Illiterate . 7 2 . 9 . 9 . 1 
Foreign Born 523 206 345 264 
Percent Illiterate 25.4 18. 3 19 . 1 20. l 
Negro 18 2 2 5 
18 Page 475, Table 84, Vol ume 2•, Populat ion 1900 . 
19 Page 679 , Table 1, Volume 2, Population 1910 
20 Page 346, Table 9 , Volume 3, Populatibn 1920 
21 Page 842, Table 13, Volume 3, Part 1, Population, 1930. 
The Schools 
The schools of Ellis County are divided into two 
divisions, the public and parochial. In 1900 there were 
3315 children between the ages of five and twenty-one in 
Ellis County, and, of this number, 2402 were enrolled in 
the public and private schools. This group was divided 
as follows: Public schools, 1502, and parochial, 900, 
with an average naily attendance of 1011 for the public 
schools. In 1936 there were 6103 girls and boys between 
the ages of five and twenty-one in Ellis County with 248? 
enrolled in the public schools and 2228 in the parochial 
schools with an average daily attendance of 2214.6 in the 
public school. By these figures one may see that the 
average daily attendance has advanced from 62.5% in 1900 
to 88.9% in 1936 in the public schools. The average daily 
attendance was not available for the parochial schools. 
These results are largely due to the changing a t titude of 
the people toward education and also to the work of the 
truancy officer cooperating with the school systems. 22 23 
+n 1931, 62.8% of the children were attending the 
parochial schools and 37.2% were attending the public 
.LU 
22 Ellis County Superintendent Annual Reports, 1900 to 193?, 
in County Superintendent's Files, Hays, Kansas. 
23 See Truancy Report in Appendix. Reference 3, Page 
schools. In 1934 several of the inland towns changed from 
parochial schools to public schools giving the public 
schools 51.5% of the children and the parochial schools 
48.7%. In 1936 there were 47.3% of the children enrolled 
in the parochial schools and 52.7% in the public school s. 
Early Schools 
The~arly schools of Ellis County among the German 
Russians were started in the eastern part of the coun-ty at 
Victoria, then known as Herzog, under the tutorship of 
Peter Linnenberger, who had studied -at the seminar at 
Saratow, Russia. He first taught in the home of John 
Sanders, and later at the Alois Dreiling home. 
John Dreher taught in his own home at Schoenchen, 
while at Catherine, Jacob Schmidt who had been a school-
master in Katharinestadt, Russia instructed t he children 
regularly for years. From this early beginning the 
schools were soon transferred to the Parochial system now 
in force. 24 
The number of teachers in t he public schools in 1900 
wer e 52 with 1502 pupils or an average of 29 pupils per 
teacher. The parochial schools had 14 teachers with 900 
students and an average of 64 pupils per t ea cher. I n 1936 
there were 2487 pupils and 108 teachers in t he public 
schools or an average of 23 pupils per t ea cher . The paro-
chial schools had 2228 pupils with 63 tea chers with an 
average of 35 pupils per teacher. 25 
24 Golden Jubilee, German Russian Settlements, Page 29. 
25 County Superintendent of Schools Annual Reports. 
Churches 
The church membership has fluctuated with the popula-
tion, Among the early churches of the county one f inds the 
Baptist Church of Turkville, the Episcopal Church of 
Victoria, the Presbyterian Church of Hays and the Congrega-
tional Church of Ellis. These church organizations were 
in existence in 18?4, and 1875 with a total membership of 
26 65. 
In 18?6 and 18?? the German Russians founded chur ch 
organizations at Hays, El l is, Herzog , and Catherine under 
the leadership of Rev. Adolf Wibbert of Salina, Kansas. 
In all cases ma ss was said in one of the immigrants home s . 
Some time later fine churches were built in the various 
communities on a cooperative basis . The parishiners hauled 
and cut the stone and did most of the work under t he super-
vision of the contractors and parish priests. 27 
Due to poor records kept by the various churches it 
is possible to give only a scattered membership of the 
various churches during the last six decades. 
The following table will give one some idea of the 
fluctuation of membership during the entire time. In 193? 
there were 12 protestant churches in the county with a 
total membership of 2158; the 12 catholic churches had a 
26 Kansas Agriculture Report 18?4, Ellis County, Page 142 . 
2? The Golden Jubilee of the German Russian Settlements of 
Ellis and Rush County, Kansas. 
• 
membership of 11,114. These statistics show that 83 .44% 
of the county population are listed as members of some 
church 28 and of this number 66.40% are catholic, 17.03% 
are protestant and 16.57% are non-church members . 
l A 
28 Church Records found in various church and secretary 
reports in various parts of county. (Letters} Appendix . 
Reference 4, Page 
See church membership report, Page 
Ellis County Recreation 
The play grounds of Ellis County consist of ba seball 
diamonds or rough cinder covered unequipped open s paces 
with the exception of the high school and grade school 
yards of Ellis, Hays, and Schoenchen and the north and south 
play grounds of Hays. 
The Y. M. c. A. of Ellis open~d in 1892 and occupied 
three rooms over the Nicholson's store. The membership 
was restricted to boys and men and each member ·was voted 
into the organization before he could become a member. 
1~ 
This rule kept the membership low until 1916, when the 
present building was completed at a total cost of $28,000. 00. 
Mr. J. s . Nicholson gave $10,000.00 to start t he subs crip-
tions. 30 
The membership dues at present are $4. 00 for boys, 
$5.00 for men and $2.00 for girls. About t wo-thirds of 
the boys cannot afford to pay t heir dues and t hes e dues are 
paid through what is known as gift membershi ps. 
The building is equipped with a library, swi mming pool, 
bowling alley, gymnasium, and pool room. 
The high school' has a fine well-lighted gymnas i um where 
basketball is played and the yard is equipped with a foo t -
ball field and bleachers. 
30 The January 1938 Report of the National Council of Y. M. 
C. A. shows that there are 80 boy members. 
The young men of Ellis own a concrete tennis court 
located on railroad property and it is open to anyone own-
ing a tennis net and equipment. 
Hays has a new swimming pool and a State Park on the 
south edge of town besides two playgrounds known as the 
Treat Play Ground in the south part of town, and the North 
Playgrounds located in the northeast corner of town. These 
grounds are equipped with swimming pools, swings, slides, 
and ball diamonds. 
The Treat Playground was opened in 1922 and the North 
Playground in 1929 and 1930. 31 
Hays has a high s chool gymnas ium that is used as a 
recreational center for the school during the day, however , 
it is too small for inter-city high school league games. 
1~e ashington and Lincoln public schools of Hays are 
equipped with t wo good gymnasiums besides al l necessary 
outdoor equipment. The boys of these schools indulge in a 
series of intramural games throughout the year . 
Through the help of National Youth Administra tion, 
Victoria, Kansas built a baseball diamond in 1935 . The 
other towns and villages are equipped with poor diamonds 
in the nearby cow pastures . 
Schoenchen High School is equipped with a good gym-
nasium which is the - only place for recreation in the town . 
31 Treat Playground, Records of City Manager, Hays, Kansas . 
Third annual report 1925, Page 37 . 
The parochial schools of Ellis County have no play equip-
ment. The grounds are covered with cinders and coarse 
gravel which does not afford a good place for play, especi-
ally without equipment. 
s t. Joseph College and High School has a good gymnasium 
and football field. Most of the boys attending this school 
are from other parts of Kansas and other states. 
The types of recreation in the city of Hays and out-
lying towns consists of golf courses at Hays and Ellis, 
bowling teams and rifle t eams at Hays and El l is and various 
baseball and softball clubs scattered throughout the county. 
Sunday afternoon during the summer one may find from 
one to five baseball games throughout the county. 
The general public indulges in v ery little recreation, 
especially in community groups, and most of the activities 
have a very small number of followers. Among t he foreign 
element we find various forms of card game s played, pino-
chle being the one most tn use. 
The Civic sponsorship of recreation is found at its 
best in El l is. The entire town supports the Y. M. c. A. 
movement and the business and professional men cooperate 
with the school system in supplying band suits and i nstru-
ments for any boy or girl who wishes to join the band pro-
viding they are attending high school. 
Hays Business and Professional Men sponsor the Boy 
and Girl Scout organizations. 
The school board cooperating with the civic authorities , 
furnishes four supervisors for the two playgrounds during 
the summer. Aside from these activities the boys and girls 
activities are poorly sponsored. 
Economic Condition 
The taxable wealth of Ellis County as of March 1, 
1900 , was $2,621,863.00 making a per capita taxable 
wealth of $399.18. In 1930, the taxable wealth was $25, 
798,251.00 or a per capita taxable wealth of $1621.81. 
In 1937 the taxable wealth was $21,801,516.00 or a per 
capita wealth of $1322.31. 32 
Crops 
During the months of February, March, and April of 
1935, the county was visited by one of the worst dust 
storms in the history of Kansas . The dirt started blow-
ing severely for the first t ime on February 21 . The next 
severe storms were on March 15, 20, and 26, when the visi-
bility was from one quarted of a mile to zero, according 
to t he Government ~eather Bur eau reports a t the Fort Hays 
Kansas Experiment Station . Other days of less vi olence 
during March were the 4 , 8 , 16, 17, 18, 21 , 22, 23 , 24, 25 , 
and 30. April had several sever e dirty days , the 4 , 9 , 10 , 
16, 21, 22 , 25, 26 , and 30 . A rain in early May caused t he 
storms to subs ide but was too late to save the wheat crop . 33 
The average rainfall over five year periods in Ellis 
County i s shown by the following table: 
32 Ell is County Commiss ioner's Proceedings , 1900 , 1930, 1937 . 
33 Fort Hays Experiment Station Records U. s . Weather Bureau 
sheets. 
Table III . 
verage Rainfall i n f ive year per i ods f r om 1868- 193 '7 
CROP FAIL s AVERAGE 
D TE I PER YIELD PER 
PERI D POOR YEAR 
1868- 18'7 2 19 . 00 0 
18'7 3-18'7 '7 2'7 . 70 0 
1878- 1882 22 . 61 0 
1883- 1887 23 . 64 1 
1888- 1892 21. 89 0 
1893-1897 19 . 41 3 2 . 2 bu . 
1898- 1902 2 '7 . 42 0 
1903- 190'7 24 . 43 1 5 . 0 bu . 
1908- 1912 21 . 42 2 4 . 0 bu . 
1913- 191'7 21.36 2 4 . 0 bu . 
1918 - 1922 21 . 69 0 
1923 - 1927 21. 66 3 5 . 0 bu . 
1928- 1932 27 . 85 0 0 . 0 bu . 
1933- 1937 17 . 59 3 1. 83 bu . 
crop f a ilure as mentioned i n thi s table means a s i x 
bushel crop or less for the Ell is Count y average as compiled 
by t he St a te Department of Agr iculture . Grasshopper yeB.Ts . 
during t his period were 1911, 1913 , 1923 , and 1935 . he 
average wheat yield for t he county for those years wa s t hree 
bushel per acre. This poor y ield of wheat lf8.S not altogether 
due to the grasshopper i nfes t at i on as each year o f this 
plague wa s accompanied by a d.routh . 34 
34 Fort Hays Experiment St a tion Re cords U. S ~eather Bureau 
Sheets . 
Depression 
The first depression of any consequence after 1881 
was in May 6, 1893 wheµ the citizens of New York opened 
their "Tribunes" and read: "Saved from Wild Panic: Stock 
Exchange Trembles: Industry Rescued Just in Time by Out-
side Millions ." The market was soon in ruins and panic was 
among the people. The east was sure that the villain was 
the $herman Silver Purchase Act of 1900. The blackest 
period of this continued depression came in 189?. A huge 
wheat crop and trade with Europe soon brought on better 
conditions. 35 
The panic of 190? was called the "rich man's panictt, 
when the wealth of the country was $140,000,ooo,ooo.oo. 
This depression marked the end of the great railroad mag-
nets like Harriman . 36 
October 29, 1929 marks the beginning of the depression 
of 1929 when the New York stock market prices dropped to a 
new low causing losses too great for a recovery . This led 
to a 20-25¢ wheat price in this county with a bumper crop 
of 19 bushels per acre over the entire county . 
35 Depress ion '93-'9? (~rom Fortune, December, 1931) 
Review of Reviews, January 1932 , Page 63 . 
G J. 
36 America Can't Come Back - Garet Garrett, Saturday Evening 
Post, January 23, 1932, Page. 3 . 
With the exc·eption of 1914 and 1924, this was the larg-
est crop from 1900 to 1937. The crops were heavily mort-
gaged by banks and machine companies and after the harvesting 
expenses were paid ther e was nothing left for the farmers. 
It has been estimated that the loss in harvesting would 
average 10¢ per bushel above the price received for the crop. 
From this time on the yield for the county dro pped to fifty-
one hundredths bushels to the a cre. During this time the 
county was visited by drouth, grasshoppers and dust storms . 37 
It will be noted by chart thirty-eight in the appendix 
that we have more delinquency near a depression year than 
any years near tha t period with the exception of the 1907 
depression whi ch does not show so much variation . During 
that period we had good crops i n this part of Kansas . This 
was not true in the prolonged depression of 1929 a s we had a 
good crop with a low price. 
37 Fort Hays Experi ment St ation Records Weather Bureau, u. 8 • 
Sheets. 
Oil in Ellis County 
The first oil well in Ellis County was started June 1, 
1935 on the Palmer Storm.king Oil Company lease. Fo~ a time 
the .development was slow until the Bemis Field was found 
in the northeast part of the county. On March 1, 1937, there 
was 86 producing wells in the county, with an assessed 
valuation of $1,795~620.00. The county has been covered at 
regular intervals in an attempt to locate the various 
pools. Most of the better wells are located in and around 
the Bemis field in the northeast part of the county. The 
first oil well was produced August 27, 1935 on the southeast 
corner of the NE¼ of the NW¼ of Section 17, Township 15, 
Range 18, west of the ~ixth prime meridian in Ellis County, 
Kansas. 39 
In the _spring of 1937, a large number of men known as 
common laborers came into the county for .the purpose of 
helping develop this new field. They were from Oklahoma, 
Texas, and Wichita, Kansas and consisted of several class es 
of people. Some of them were with women known as their 
common law wives while others were married, decent, respect-
able people who brought their families with them and rented 
some of the county's best homes and apartments. 
39 Oil and Gas Record, book 21, Page 92, affidavit of 
production and page 572 Lease agreement to drill. Palmer 
Oil Corporation and Stormking Oil Company Oil Records, 
Recorder of Deeds office, Ellis County Court Bouse. 
This group of people earn larger wages than our people in 
this county are used to receiving . They spend it in various 
places of vice, scattered over the county, known as road 
houses. When the oil boom began, we had one road hous.e in 
our county known as the Blue Lantern and on January 1, 1938, 
there were twelve of these places where one could dine , 
dance, and drink without being molested. These places 
sprang up like mushrooms to take the wages of these men who 
were only too eager to spend it in that kind of a place . 
Some of our young men frequent these .places but for the 
most part they do not have the required money to frequent 
them very much . The following is a rather composite picture 
of the names, locations, and time of starting of the various 
roadhouses: 
Roadhouses 
NAME LOCATION . TIME STARTED - .-
Blue Lantern Hays 1929 40 
San Souci Hays Late Summer 1936 41 
Rock House Inn Yocemento Summer 1936 
Rialto Hays Nov . 1 1937 
Hill Side Pavilion Ellis Winter 1936-
Ben's Tavern Victoria Summer 1936 
River Side Inn Oil City Summer 1937 
Buckeye Tavern Victoria Summer 1936 
40 Edward P. Larkin, Manager, Blue Lantern - Interview April 
25, 1938 . . 
41 endelin Romie, Hays, Kansas - Interview, February 21, 
1938. 
NAME LOCATI ON TIME STARTED 
Heinsville Between No. 1 Summer 193? 
and Fairport 
6 mile School 
House Summer 193? 
Herman's Place Walker Summer 1937 
Munjor Summer 1937 
Chapter I 
THE FAMILY LIFE OF THE DELINQUENT 
The juvenile delinquent is a boy or girl who has 
committed a crime against society and is under twenty-one 
years of age. The young men and women who are over twenty-
one and under twenty-six, that are first offenders, may 
be sent to the Reformatory or to the Industrial Farm at 
Lansing. To make this thesis complete, these cases are 
included: 
The sex of the one hundred eighty four delinquents in 
Ellis County from 1881 to 193? were all males with the 
exception of seven. The ages range from ten to twenty-six 
inclusive. 
The boys in this group of one hundred eighty four who 
were paroled, dismissed, or sent to the penitentiary are 
dropped at this point as there is no record of their cases 
available. There were sixteen cases dismissed, nineteen 
paroled and three sent to the penitentiary leaving one 
hundred forty-six cases sent to the various state institu-
tions. 
The age of the males and females sent to the Indust-
rial Schools at Beloit and Topeka ranged from ten to six-
teen inclusive. 38 
38 Chart VIIf-Appendix. 
Note-Industrial School for Boys means the State Indust-
rial School for Boys at Topeka. Industrial School for 
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Girls means the State Industrial School for Girls at Beloit. 
The four females sent to the State Industrial Farm 
for Women at Lansing were over sixteen. Their exact ages 
are not recorded in the county attorney's office. The ages 
of the young men sent to the Reformatory ranged from fourteen 
to twenty-six years with an average age of 20 . 29 years. In 
1927 two boys~ ages fourteen and nineteen, committed a crime 
against property . The judge sentenced both to the Reforma-
tory. When they arrived the authorities found one of them 
to be fourteen years of age. At the expiration of forty-
two days, he was discharged, but is included with this 
group. Dividing the young men sent to the Reformatory into 
two groups, those above twenty-one and those below twenty-
one, we find those above twenty-one to average 22 . 88 years 
of age while those below twenty-one average 18.14 years . 39 
The average age of the delinquent boy of Ellis County 
was 20 . 34 years and that of the transient boy, those coming 
from other counties and states, was 19 .?4. Dividing these 
groups again into those above and below twenty-one years, we 
obtain the following results: The average age of the local 
boy below twenty-one sent to the Reformatory was l?.96 years 
while the transient boy averaged 18.28 years. The average 
age of the local boy above twenty-one years we find to be 
22.91 years, while the transient boy averaged 22 .82 years . 
39 Chart IX, Appendix . 
Note: Reformatory as used means the State Industrial 
Reformatory at Hutchinson. 
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By these calculations one may see that the transient 
boy was lower in age, when taking the group as a whole. He 
was slightly higher in age in the lower group and slightly 
lower in the higher age group, but not enough to make any 
appreciable difference. The reverse situation in the two 
groups is true in the case of the local boy. 
Taking the groups by ten year periods for comparison 
purposes , we find the local boys average 21 . 42 years, the 
first ten years, while the transient boys average 19.93. 
The second period the local boy averaged 19.25 years and 
the transient boy 18.t•. The third period, the local boy 
averaged 20.55 and the transient boy 19.43. The fourth 
pe~iod shows an average age for the local boy of 19 . 48 years, 
and the transient boy 20.99 years. This shows that in 
~ ' 
recent years the local boys were of a younger age while in 
former years the average age of the transient boy was 
always lower than the local group. 
The boys going to the Reformatory come from families 
having from one to twelve children. In thirty-three fami-
J 
lies out of forty-six living in El l is County who have· sent 
a boy to this institution, the average number of children 
per family was 6.41. 40 This number is 1.45 persons above 
the Ellis County average of 4.96 for the peri~d from 1900 
to 1930. 
40 Institutional Records, Hutchinson. 
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The seventeen cases out of fifty-three in the transient 
group have an average of four brothers and sisters in the 
family. 
The size of the families of the delinquent boy going 
to Topeka averaged 5.86 persons in the twenty-eight cases 
available out of thirty-seven, which is . 9 persons above 
the before mentioned county average. There are no figures 
for the families of the four transient boys or the three 
local girls. 41 
Nationality 
The boys from the junior group heretofore mentioned 
as the boys sentenced to the Industrial School were divided 
as to nationality as follows: twenty-two Americans, fifteen 
German Russians, three Germans, t wo Irish, one Bohemian, and 
one negro. 42 
The nationality of the senior boys heretofore mentioned 
as the boys sentenced to the Re~ormatory was as follows: 
(l} Local boys. Twenty-eight German Russians, nineteen 
Americans, two Germans, one Mexican, one Frenchman, and one 
Indian. (2) Transient boys. Thirty-two Americans, five 
negroes, three Italians, three Jews, two Germans, one Mexican, 
one Polish Canadian, one Englishman, one Scotchman, and one 
41 Charts X and XI Appendix . 
42 Chart XII Appendix . 
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Irishman. 43 
Language in Home 
The language spoken in the home was as follows: 
In the junior group, we find English spoken in t wenty-
five of the homes, German in eighteen homes, and Bohemian 
in one home. 44 In the senior group in the local division, 
German is spoken i n thirty homes, English in twenty homes, 
Tu1exican in one, and t wo not given. In homes of the tran-
sients in this group they speak English in forty cases, 
Jewish in three, Italian in three, German in t wo, and 
Mexican or Spanish in one. 45 
Marital Status 
The boys and girls in the junior group were single at 
the time they were committed. The senior boys were listed 
as follows: single, sixty-nine; married, twenty-three; 
parted , one; and nine with no record. 46 
Home Location 
The homes of the delinquents were found to be a s 
follows: In the junior group t hirty-four were from the 
city, five from the country, one from a village, and four 
were transients; in the senior group fifty-three were 
transients, who claimed they lived in cities, mostly in 
the central and ea stern part of the United .States. 
43 Chart 13, Appendix. 
44 Chart l.:3, Appendix. 
45 Chart 15, Appendix. 
46 Chart 16, Appendix . 
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The ldcal boys lived as follows: twenty-seven in the city, 
seventeen in the rural districts, and five in villages . 49 
A city is an organized corporate group of people . There are 
four in Ellis Cow;,.ty, namely, Hays , Ellis, Victoria , and 
Schoenchen. The other groups of people in ·the county are 
organized as villages . 
Parents of the local junior boys were divided as follows 
as to family status: t wenty-six cases li~ed with parents 
living together , the parent s were separated in t hree famil~es, 
the mother was dead in three families , and the father dead 
in eight families. The r emaining case is a boy without known 
father or mother who was later adopted by a man sai d to be 
his own father. The four transient boys in this group were 
from homes with the following conditions: t wo ca ses of 
parents living together, one separated, and the fathe r was 
dead in the fourth case. 48 
The senior group shows the following results: the 
local boys with both parents living together, thirty-two 
homes; father dead .in seven homes; and the mother dead in 
six homes. The transient boy was less fortunate as there 
were twenty-nine normal homes, four homes where parents 
were separated, four homes where f ather was dead, nine where 
the mother was dead, and eleven where both were dead. In 
other words 49.12 per cent of the transient boys in this 
47 Hays Spot Map. Chart XVIII, Appendix. 
48 Chart XVII, Appendix. 
group came from broken homes, while only 28.28 per cent 
of the local boys were from broken homes. Of the total 
number of delinquents listed, 61.97 per cent of the one 
hundred forty-six cases were from homes where the parents 
were living together and 38.03 per cent were from broken 
homes. 50 
The average delinquent is a male 18.16 years old 
in a family of 5.77 children each, living in a town or 
city and speaks a foreign language in the home. His 
parents are poor or on relief as is shown by their 
occupations. 
) 
50 Chart XIX , Appendix. 
Chapter II 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
In this chapter certain data are presented regarding 
community background of these one hundred forty-six boys 
and girls studied. This information about the boys and their 
commitment was quite inadequate consequently, the use of data 
of this kind in any attempt to determine precise causative 
factors would be unwarranted. It is presented merely to 
indicate to some extent the inadequacy of the records and 
the unorganized efforts and apathy of the comm.unity organi-
zations and governments in fighting the delinquency problem. 
Church 
The church affiliation of the delinquent is very poor 
in the group of boys and girls below sixteen years of age 
sent to the Industrial Schools . In this group we find 
sixteen listed as Catholic, fifteen as Protestants and thirteen 
with no church affiliation .recorded. In the group of one 
hundred , two cases sent to the Reformatory, we find approximately 
fifty per cent recorded as church members. Of this group, . 
thirty-six were classed as Catholic, fourteen as Protestants , 
three Jews, and forty-nine with no church affiliation given. 
Schools 
The first seventeen boys of the junior group sent to the 
industrial schools had no school reports given in their 
institutional record, which covered a period of from 1881 to 
1918. The period from 1919 to 1928 shows the eight boys and 
girls on the average completed the sixth grade but ranged 
from the fourth to the eighth grades. The ten year period 
from 1929 to 1938 shows the seventeen boys and girls on 
the average completed the sixth grade but ranged from the 
third to the twelfth grades. 51 
The boys of the senior group for convenience and com-
parison are divided into ten year periods. These boys were 
sent to the Reformatory and records were available from 
1899. The first period from 1899 to 1908 contains twenty-
two boys with an average education of 5.68 grades ranging 
from the first grade through the eleventh. The second 
period 1909 to 1918 contained nine boys who reached an ave-
rage grade of 6.11 and ranged from the second to the ninth 
grades inclusive. The third per iod from 1919 to 1928 contained 
thirty-one boys who reached an average grade of 7.71 and 
ranged from the second grade to the second .year of college 
inclusive. The fourth period from 1909 to 1938 contained 
forty-one boys who reached an average grade of 8.32 and 
ranged from the fourth grade to the third year in college 
inclusive. Upon a further study of these figures we find 
the average grade attained by the delinquent boy has gradu-
ally. increased by ten year periods from 5.68 to 8.95 or 
between the fifth and sixth grades and freshmen in high 
school which shows a gradual advance in our school system 
in keeping a boy in school longer than we were able to do 
51 Chart XX Appendix. 
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in former years. 52 
.Where the writer was able to obtain the information, 
he found the average boy going to an institution is of 
low mentality and beginning to have trouble with his school 
work about the fourth to the sixth grade. The truancy re-
cords from the county superintendent's office shows a large 
amount of delinquency in Ellis County from 1905 to· 1931. 
As shown by the truancy officers reports from 1934 to 193? 
inclusive there were only eleven cases handled by the truancy 
offier in the county, which speaks well for our school system, 
and the cooperation of the parents with the county officials. 
The delinquent local boy is not offered any school subjects 
that are different from other students in the same grade. 
In recent years the Junior and Senior High Schools of 
Ellis and Hays, Kansas are handling some of these delinquent 
cases through the Manual Training Department . The two cases 
investigated where grades were obtainable shows an average 
grade of Bin Manual Tra ining while other gr ades range from 
C's to F's. Another noticeable factor that may have some 
bearing on t his subject is the I. Q. of the delinquent boys. 
In fifty-one cases out of one hundred two in Ellis County, 
52 Chart XXI, Appendix. 
vO 
the average I. Q. is 80.4. 53 On March 31, 1938, the average 
of the inmates of the Reformatory was 84.8 as given by Mr . 
Ritterback, Superintendent of the Academic Department of t he 
Institution. These figures clearly show that the delinquent 
boy on the average is not capable of mastering the technical 
subjects in school and, therefore, should be given subjects 
in the manual arts where he may become acquainted with t he 
various trades. 
A good department in vocational training in every county 
should be available to students who wish to continue school 
along some chosen vocation. Boys of the above mentioned type 
should be encouraged to take up one of these trades and an 
interest stimulated in him for such work before he becomes 
a public charge. 
Recreation 
The thirty-eight delinquent boys of Hays , Kansas live 
on an average of five city blocks from a play ground . The 
two playgrounds located in Hays were not opened until after 
1922 when the south playground was donated by M. J. R. Treat 
to the city. The north playground was opened in 1929, when 
the city purchased block fourteen in the Fairview Edition 
of Hays, for $3,600.00. 54 The City of Hays had not spent 
any money on playground equipm~nt or supervision until after 
53 Insti tutiona.l Records, Hutchinson, Kansas. Chart 1.rxII. 
Appendix. 
54 Commi ssioners Reports Vol. E. Page 1. 
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1920. From 1920 to 1938 Hays has spent $23,58?.?l for 
playground equipment, land, building, and supervision. 55 
Gangs 
Gangs of boys have loafed in the business district 
of Hays for years. There is no attempt to enforce the cur-
few law of the city. This statement is substantuated by 
the various ~eports of the State Probation Officers, and the 
officers of the city and through the county superintendent 
office reports. 
Mr. Dave Wallace, field officer from 1934 to 1936 of 
the Industrial School for Boys, has the following to say, 
"Conditions in this town are not conducive to help boys 
along much-gangs on streets, most all night-booze, etc., 
but is impossible for us to remedy conditions much . " 56 
Gangs have loafed in alleys, around old buildings and 
cafes for years. In most cases they were looking for odd 
jobs, washing dishes for something to eat as several of 
them are from poor homes and have lived in this manner for 
a long time. There are no court or institutional records · 
that will show that these boys worked in gangs but the 
parole officer s from the institution containually refers 
to the bad company the cases have run with while at home. 
Summary 
The average Ellis County delinquent is not a member 




attend except on sp,ecial occasions. He has attained an 
Commissioners Proceedings and Records of Ordinances Vol. A. 
to G. Monthly Reports. Chart 23. 
Con!~~en~!a~ .. ~~!'~Et~-~! ... f!!~!:+6~~81i'BoJS Jnd~st~ial School 
'0'1 
education in school of between sixth and seventh grade, his 
mental level is thirteen, he is mechanically inclined, he 
runs in group or gangs of other boys, he takes very little 
part in playground activities and lives at least five blocks 
from such places of amusement and recreation. To overcome 
this last dif ficulty, Hays should have another playground 
in the west part of the city. 
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Chapter III 
The Crimes and Sentences 
1- -
The boys of the junior group had an average age of 
5? 
15.33. The boys of the senior group had an average 
age of 20.29. 58 
In this study, the writer finds that the majority 
of the crimes are committed bJ boys and girls operating 
alone. 
In the junior division, twenty-seven of the boys 
and girls committed their crimes alone, ten of them were 
with another man or boy, while seven of them were in groups 
of three each. 59 
In the senior division 6 sixty of the one hundred and 
two boys committed. their crimes alone, thirty of them had 
companions, seven were in groups of three, five were in 
groups of four, and three had four other companions. In 
charts twenty-one and twenty-two, a more detail study will 
be found giving data in ten year periods. 61 
5? Chart :VIIIa.~ppendix • . 
58 Chart _P,C .• , Appendix . 
59 Chart xx:I Appendix. 
60 The fourteen year old boy sent to the Reformatory in 
192? was dismi ssed at the end of forty-two days when 
found t o be too young. 
61 Chart 25 Appendix. 
39 
Place of Crime 
The crimes of these one hundred forty-six boys and 
girls were committed as follows. In the junior division 
we find thirty-nine committed in the city and five in the 
country. The crimes committed in the city were thirty 
larceny cases, six incorrigible, two girls were immoral, 
and one case of perjury. Those crimes committed in the 
country were three larceny, one incorrigible, and one 
malacious mischief. 61a 
The crimes of this division were mostly of a covetous 62 
nature. Thirty-three of these crimes or seventy-five per 
cent were of this nature while eleven were of an immoral 
and mischievous nature. 63 
In the senior divison we find seventy-eight crimes 
were committed in the city·and twenty-four were committed 
in the country. 64 - 65 Those committed in the city were 
as follows: twenty-five cases of burglary and larceny, 
seventeen of car thefts, thirteen of rape, twelve of forgery 
and bad checks , eight of felonious assault, one of murder, 
one of malicious mischief, and one of securing money under 
false pretense. Those committed in the country were. four 
61a Charts 25a and~ 
62 Covetous crime means one in which criminal secures 
possession of property by various means such as robbery, 
burglary, larceny, forgery, and car theft. 
63 Chart 26. Appendix. 
64 Law. Chapter 76 Article 2306. Revised Statutes of Kansas 
1935. (See Appendix) Chart 27. 
65 Chart 28 Appendix. 
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cases of house breaking, three of arson, two of highway 
robbery, two of murder, and thirteen of burglary and 
larceny. The burglary and larceny cases were divided as 
follows: four of larceny of wheat, three of larceny of 
poultry, two of larceny of jewelry, one each of hay , hogs, 
horse, and buggy, and one not classified. 
The following figures will explain .the above data as 
to periods and classifiaation of crimes. 66 In the senior 
division the crimes are divided into ten year periods for 
a more detail study. 67 The first period shows that 69.56 
per cent of the crimes were of a covetous nature, the second 
period ??.7? per cent came under this heading, the third 
period 78.12 per cent and the fourth period 6?.50 per cent. 
In this division we also find the 70.8? per cent of the crimes 
were against property, 26.21 per cent were against person, and 
2.92 per cent were arson cases. 68 
This group of one hl!l.Ildred two cr imes were committed in 
·r . 1 59-68 . . t . summer and winter as ol ows : crimes aga ins person in 
winter 13.18 per cent of total crimes against person in 
summer 10.08 per cent of the total; cri~es against . property 
in winter 34.88 per cent of total, crimes aginst property in 
66 Chart 29 Appendix. 
6? Chart 30 Appendix. 
68 Chart 31 Appendix. 
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69 In this study the writer considered January, February, March, 
October, November, and December as winter months, and 
April, May, June, July, August, and September as summer months . 
The crimes against pers on in the group are divided ·as 
follows in order of their . ferociousness: Murder with gun , 
three; felonious a ·ssaul t with knife, fists, and aut.o pump, 
six; rape thirteen; and highway robbery with gun, four. 73 
During the fifty-seven years of this study, there has 
been two girls sentenced to Beloit for street walking , and 
one for perjury; forty-one boys were sent to the Industrial 
School, and whose main crime was petty larceny, one hundred 
two boys were sent to the Reformatory, whose main crime 
was larceny with burglary a close second, four young ladies 
were sent to the Industrial Farm for Women for veneral 
diseases, t welve cases were dismissed for various reasons, 
ninet-een were paroled and three were sent to the State 
'Penitentiary at Lansing . 
One will notic e that the crimes against property 
increased rapidly after 1920. The population in Ellis County 
did not increase or decrease to any great extent from 1920 
to 1925 as is shown in Population chart No The population 
of Hays, Kansas increased from 3,325 in 1920 to 5,157 in 1928, 
due to the movement of people from the country to the city 
during t hos e years. 75 
73 Chart 32i, appendix. 
75 The city of Hays spent $57~, 350 .7 6 dollars for street 
i mprovements from 1920 to 1925. During the war farmers 
had received good prices for their crops and began to 
move to Hays for better schools and work on the city 
improvements. 
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summer 41.86 per cent of total. For a further study of this 
problem the reader will find a detail description of this 
problem on chart thirty-hne ,-,- which is in the appendix. The 
crimes against property predominate in the one hundred forty-
six cases. 70 
Dr. John Lewis Gillin states in his Social Pathology 
text that "Crimes against property prevail in the winter, 
while in the summer the peak is reached in the crimes against 
the person." 71 
The writer finds that the criminal cases in Ellis County 
do not follow the above stated rule as stated in t he above 
charts and explanation. 
By these charts and figures one may see that in Ellis 
County crimes again.st property are committed most in the 
summer, that the local .boys committed a large per cent of their 
crimes against property in the winter , but t he transient boy 
committed most of his crimes against property in the summer. 72 
This part of the United States prior to -1930 hired many 
transient laborers during the summer months which might be 
an explanation for this variation in the above rule. 
70 Page 559, Social Pathology, Dr. John Lewis Gillin. 
71 Chart 31, Appendix. 
7 2 Chart :31. · · · '. ) Appendix. 
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The young men coming through the country in the summer 
to help harvest our crops were often from broken homes 
and some of them were just released from penal i nstitu-
tions in other states as is shown in charts in this t hesis . 
As a larger number of the s e young men were of a criminal 
nature one may expect them to commit other crimes when 
given the opportunity. 76 
The -l oca l young men moving to town became acquainted 
with a different civilization than they were used to in 
their native inland towns . This change in environment 
for a boy of foreign parentage has resulted in de l inquenc y , 
in many cases. 
76 See Crime Chart No. 33. Appendix. 
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Chapter IV 
INSTITUTIONAL AND POST-INSTITUTIONAL RECORDS OF DELINQUENTS 
For the purpose of this study an analysis ot the 
Ell is County delinquent as an inmate in a state correctional 
institution is essential. This chapter will deal with the 
time s pent in the institution, the broRen paroles, escapes, 
length of parole period where available, and a study of 
reaedivism and a ge of commitment to the institution. 
Three cases?? were inmates of the Industrial School 
for Girls. One girl broke per parole . three different times 
before she was eventually released. The other two were 
paroled and discharged in regular order. 
There were nine cases o escapes of the Ellis County 
boys committed to the Industrial School. 78 Three boys 
escaped twice and two broke their parole. All these cases 
were returned except one 79 who was later found in a Boys 
Industrial School in Washington, D. c. 
The Reformatory had three escapes and one attempted 
escape. 80 ib,ey were all captured and returned. 
?? Case 14-25-39. 
?8 Case 24-25-26-2?-28-32-33 and 38. 
?9 Case 2?. 
80 Case 92-106-102 and 100. 
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The average age of the boys and girls at commitment 
was 13.68 years in the junior group. The senior group 
average age at commitment was 20.29 years. 
The average term of boys and girls in the junior 
group was 1052.25 days in forty cases out of forty-three. 
One case is still in the i nstitution and there are no 
records of three cases. 81 
The first eleven cases in the junior group were 
sentenced to the institution until they gained their major-
ity which raised the average above the present normal 
period of incarceration. 82 In twenty-four out of forty-
three cases the average length of parole was one year, 
eight months, and twelve days. 83 
The one hundred forty-six delinquents have all been 
paroled with the exception of five who still remain in 
the institutions. 
The escapes number twelve and one attempted escape. 
The number returned for violating the ir parole are five 
in the junior gr oup and six broke their parole in the 
84 senior group. 
81 Cases 2-20-33. 
82 See copy of law in Appe~dix~? 6-2109 Revised Kansas 
Statutes 1935. Chart 34. 
83 Chart 33, Appendix. 
84 Chart 35, Appendix. 
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Recedivism of boys sent to an institution from 
Ellis County . is not very great. Out of forty-three 
cases in the junior group only one ever returned to 
another institution. Twelve boys from the senior group 
were returned or sent to the State Penitentiary at 
Lansing. 85 
For a more detail study of recedivism, see table 
thirty-five giving a complete history of all cases as 
given at the institutions in the appendix. 
85 Chart 35, Appendix. 
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Chapter V 
POST INSTITUTIONAL RECORDS 
Very few boys attend school after returning from 
the institution. As far as can be learned there were 
ten boys who returned to continue their education. 86 
Five of these boys are still in school, three in high 
school, and two in college. 
The study of the occupations of the boys reveal 
the following results. Using a scale known as the 
Barr Scale of Occupation written by a graduate student 
of California, we obtain the following results: 
In one hundred cases where the occupation was obtain-
able, an average of 2.75 is fo d to be the rating by 
the above mentioned scale. 
Group one on this scale is the hobo or loafer, odd 
job man and garbage collector. 
Group two is the hired man and ordinary laborer 
requiring no training. 
Group three is a laborer with some skill and train-
ing, such as mechanic, farm tenant, sho~ repairer, tin 
smith, brakeman, and stone mason. 
86 Case No. 19, 24 , 28, 35 , 36, 41, 42 , 43, 103, 121. 
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Group four is the skilled trades, salesman, tailor, 
carpenter, etc. 
Group five is the foreman , farm owner, store keeper, 
dentist, and tea cher. 
Group s i x is a preacher, architect, student, and 
university professor. 
Group seven is a research lea der, surgeon , writ er, 
publisher, etc. 
With v ery few exceptions the boys from t he institu-
tions a ppea r i n t he firs t three groups . Boys classifi ed 
i n group one are given a s core of one , gr oup ·two a score 
of t wo, etc. 
Comparing t he boys with t heir f a t her s where possi ble, 
we obta in the f ollowing result s , out of f i f t y- four cases 
where t he occupation wa s obta i ne d , we f i nd t hat the .boys 
have a 2 . 24 s ca l e r at i ng and the fathers have a rating 
of 3 .92. The h i gh r a ting of the fathers was due to a 
l a r ge number of f a r m owner s i n t he ear ly days . This class i -
fication and result s shows that t he boys do no t obtain 
the class of posit ion in so ciet y their fa t her s held after 
t hey retur ned f r om t he i~sti t ution . 87 
As f ar as can be ascert ained we find only t wenty- four 
of the one hundred forty - six cases married . There are no 
r e cor ds for the transient s . 88 
8? Chart 36 , 37, Appendix . 
88 Chart lo, Appendi x . 
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The institutional records of the inmates while in 
the institution are not given in the reports furnished 
t he writer by the St a t e of Kansas Survey of Kansas 
Institutions. 
Of the sixty-two local cases avai l able we find the 
present residence of the cases t o be t hirty-three living 
in t he city , eighteen in the country , three deceased , t hree 
in the Reformatory, t wo in the Penitentiary, one in the 
United St a te s Army , one in a soldier ' s home , and one in t he 
Boys Industrial School. Tabli in t he appendix gives the 
number of t he cases . 
The El l is County relief records show that five cases 
have worked on the N.Y.A. 89 One case received relief who 
had been an inmate of the Indus trial School for Boys , 90 
and five . cases who had been inmates of t he Refor matory 
received aid. 91 Ten parents of boys and girls who had been 
inmates of the Industrial Schools r ece ived a id. 92 
The parents of nine boys sentenced to the Reforma t ory 
received aid. 
Counting the l ocal cases as ninety , we find that 30 . 77 
per cent of the cases received r elief through some s ource 
such as N. Y. A., W. P . A., P . w. A., or mothers ' aid. 
89 Cases on N. Y. A., No. 28, 30 , 117, 139 , 141. 
90 Cases on Relief, No. 39 . 
91 Cases on Relief, No. 64, 65, 68, 117, 141. 
92 Cases whose families received aid, No. 21 , 22 , 28 , 33 , 34 , 
37, 38, 40, 42, 43. 
93 Cases No. 69, 90, 93, 121 , 122 , 123, 128, 129, 134. 
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SUMMARY AND RECO:MMENDATIONS 
From the study of the Juvenile Delinquents of El l is 
County, one finds that the average delinquent is of 
American parentage, eighteen years of age , and re s ides 
in an urban district. He lives in or near the i ndustrial 
area of the city. His parents are both living . He seldom 
attends church, is single and from a family of five child-
ren. The average delinquent has obtained a seventh grade 
education and has an average I. Q. of eighty. This delin-
quent comrnitted his crimes alone which consisted of burglary 
and larceny after the month of April. He remained in jail 
thirty-eight days before being sentenced to t he institution 
where he remained for t wo years and three days, and is not 
a recedivist. He did not try to escape . The time between 
the date of his crime and the date he was admitted to the 
institution was one hundred nine days. The length of his 
parole was five hundred three days. Aft er being paroled 
from the institution we find him taking up the trades, 
farming and transportation, as an occupation. 
There are only four cases where the Ellis County delin-
quent has advanced above the high school. The school records 
show that the delinquent boy quits school around the seventh 
grade. At this age the child, who becomes dissatisfied with 
school as is shown by grades, truancy, and misbehavior in 
school, should be given an opportunity to study some trade 
51 
before he leaves school or gets irtto trouble. If t his task 
is too great for the local community, the boy should be 
in~luenced to attend a trade school set up for this purpose . 
These schools would assist in keeping the boys in school 
and thereby help in preventing delinquency. 
The writer has often heard boys say, "Well, if you do 
get sent up, you can learn a trade." This condition is 
shocking to say the least when a boy desires to become 
delinquent to get the opportunity to learn a trade so he 
may gain economic security. 
The predelinquent must have his abilities recognized 
in some manner. Often he has a desire to excel in s ome-
thing and would do well in his school subjects if given 
the opportunity to express hi self even on the playground. 
Delinquency may often be avoided by recognizing leadership 
in certain boys. These boys travel in gangs , and there is 
often one good lea der in the group, and if his talents were 
guided by the teachers, a catastrophy might be averted in 
the whole group. 
Community 
Th~ average boy at this time desires to attend .the 
moiies. He sees on the screen fine cars, good clothes, a 
man with a good gun, good live stock, beautiful homes, and 
rarely, if ever, a place like he is used to at home. This 
makes him desire to possess some of those nice things that 
are continually brought before him. He becomes covetous 
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and therefore starts out to secure the t hings he desires 
through one means or another which leads to trouble in a 
short time. 
The average conm1unity must solve this problem with 
the aid of the state by furnishing these boys with proper 
places to play under good supervision, good wholesome 
entertainment either through the school or through a well-
organized community program. 
Prevention of Delinquency 
The prevention of delinquency in any community is a 
problem which takes the careful consideration of a well-
organized group of people working together f or the good of 
all boys and girls in the community. 
In 1923, just after the o ening of t he playground i n 
the south part of Hays, Mr. Frank s . Carmen, .a tea cher i n 
the Hays Public Schools began a boys progr am to occupy t he 
time of the boys and girls in the summer months. Chart 43 
shows the results of that work. During this seven years 
of community activity, one boy and one girl below sixteen 
were sent to a correctional institution. 
The Boy Scout movement operated a large program at 
the same time with a membership of 130 boys. Both of 
these movements ceased in 1929, due to poor support on the 
part of the citizens. 94 
94 Chart 38 and 39. 
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No organized boy and girl movements were operated 
during 1930, 1931, and 1938. Chart 43 also shows the 
results. 
In 1933 a new playground movement began under the 
sponsorship of the service clubs of Hays. The c~operating 
clubs were Rotary, Lions, Chamber of Commerce, and Legion. 
The writer managed this five year program with the loss 
of four boys to the Industrial School but this work 
ceased September 1, 193?. 95 
Work of this kind in any community is always spasmodic 
as it seems difficult to secure leaders for this kind of 
work. When a community is willing to cooperate with those 
interested, the best of results are obta~ned, and when 
this cooperation ceases we o tain negative results. 
The school should care for this kind of a program and 
the right kind of organization, and cooperation should be 
secured to obtain results worth while, otherwise, the 
money is wasted. 
The states must do their part to change our industrial 
schools into well-organized trade schools so that those 
boys who come from the institutions will be started on a 
means of earning their living so they will not remain a 
public charge. 
Probate Judge 98 
The Probate Judge of the average western Kansas county 
has had no legal training in handling delinquent cases. They 
95 Chart 40. 
,..o r,1,-. o '"-+- A ft 
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are often just good men who perform their tasks in regard 
to the delinquent boy as they think best. Their occupations 
and tra_ining have been varied out in this western count1ry. 96 
The probate judge should be appointed, should have legal 
training, be a social worker, or have experience and train-
ing in social case work, and be at least thirty years old. 
He shall keep all reco~ds of boys and girls who appear 
in his court and should have doubtful cases examined by a 
psychiatrist. All cases of truancy from school should be 
kept at the probate judge's office as these cases often 
become very delinquent in a short time if not properly cared 
for in the school. 
The probate judge should work with the school authori-
ties over the county as he has charge of all boys and girls 
who become entangled with the l aws of the county under the 
age of sixteen. 
County Attorney 99 
The county attorney 9;? must be appointed and not elected. 
He should be a part of the s tate judicial system and must be 
qualified to collect evidence, prosecute, make cases and be 
equipped with proper laboratories for the organization of 
evidence connected with the cases coming under his juris-
diction . 
9-6 See Occupational Record of Probate Judge in Appendix. 
Chart ~1. 
9~ Chart ii, Occupational Record of County Attorney, Appendix. 
99 Chart 44. 
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County Sheriff 
The county sheriff should be appointed. He must be 
trained in handling and apprehending criminals, and 
collecting evidence. He should be equipped with the latest 
appliances in crime detection and recording evidence. His 
organization must be equipped with the latest arms equip-
ment including gas guns .. for. the capture of criminals. He 
must keep a record of all criminals committed to the .county 
jail such as date of . arrest, age, home, offense, date of 
release, on the condition thereof such as parole, bond, or 
commitment to another institution. 
City Police 
The city police should be trained in organization 
and handling of city traffic problems, apprehending crim-
inals, should be capable of a cting in case of an emergency, 
should be informed as to the city ordinances, and should 
be physical fit to perform his duties, also have no handi-
cap which would cause him to fail in an emergency. He . 
should be trained in the use of fire arms, and should have 
as high an education as possible. 
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The service clubs of Hays and other cities in El l is 
County should have a group made up of repr esenta tives 
from each club to handle problems of pr evention of del i n -
quency. This group should cooperate with t he s chool s and 
parent teacher s' as s ociations to furnish a progr am of 
activities for young boys and girls during t heir l e isure 
time. This group could prevent duplica tion of club a ctivi-
ties which would give the community a well rounde d progr am 
when correlated with the regular summer and winter school 
program. These activities should be so planned tha t all 
groups of boys and girls would have a pl a ce in t he various 
activities . 100 
Public op inion must be developed toward such a progr am 
before much good can be accomplished . The gr oup from t he 
various clubs shou~d begin t heir work with a progr am of 
propa ganda as money and volunteer help will be required to 
accomplish the desired results . 






of Wesley w. Reynolds Trapping Expedition. 
Chart 2 
Judge c. M. Olders Grandfather 
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Page 191 Compendium of the Ni nth Census and Interview 
with Frank Stout and Walter Stanton . 




Every person who is the head of a family, or who 
has arrived at the age of twenty one years, and is a 
citizen of the United States, or ·who has filed his 
declaration of intention to become such, as required 
by the naturalization laws., __ shall be entitled to enter 
one quarter section, or a less quantity, of unappropria-
ted public land; but no person who is the Proprietor of 
more than one hundred and sixty acres of land in any 
state or territory, shall acquire any right under the 
homestead law, and every person owning and residing 
on land may, under the provisions of this section, enter 
other land lying contiguous to his land, which shall 
not, with the land so already owned and occupied, exceed 
in the aggregate one hundred and sixty acres. 
(R. s. # 2289; act May 20, 1862, c. 75, #1, 12 Stat. 
392 Mar. 3-1891, C. 561, #5, 26 State 1097. 
The soldiers will receive credit for time served, he 
must render one year to service title. 
R. S. 2304-06; acts June 8, 1872, C. 338, #1 ,2,17 




July 1, 1862 
Ten alternate sections per mile on each side of the 
said railro ad on the line thereof and within the limits 
of twenty miles on each side of said road, not sold, 
reserved or otherwise disposed of by the Uni te.d States, 
and to which a premption or homestead . claim may not have 
been attached at the time the line of said road is de-
finitely fixed. 
Ellis County Recorder of Deeds, Hays, Deed Record F P . 91 
Volume A-Z; 26-64. 
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New York 18?3 
Penn . 18?3 
English 1873 
Penn . 1876 
German , Ohio 







Kentucky (colo ed) 1876 
Bohemia 
22 . Indian 
23 . Ohio 1879 
24 . Wis . 1878 
25 . Tenn . 18?6 





The above numbers correspond to those t~tlnd on Chart 6 . 
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Reference 3 
TRUANCY OFFICERS REPORT 23 
Date Cases Placed in School 
1905 110 32 
1906 90 25 
1907 200 49 
1908 150 60 
1909 50 30 
1910 80 50 
1911 70 40 
1912 90 50 
1913 80 45 
1914 60 30 
1915 75 35 
1916 25 10 
191'7 30 12 
1918 35 16 
1919 105 20 





1928 42 29 
1929 56 32 
1930 42 15 
1931 36 121 
1932 
1934 4 6 
1935 5 15 
193 6 2 3 
1957 0 0 





Walker 445 29 Baptist Turkville 
Victoria 1900 Baptist Hays 217 
Hays . 3800 Baptist Ellis 77 
El l is 2018 Bapt ist El lis (colored) 20 
Pfeifer 480 Lutheran Ellis (Austrian) 187 
Catherine 620 Lutheran Ellis (Evangelical)308 
Antonine 437 Lutheran Hays 
Emmeron 365 Episcopal Hays 
Vincent 196 Ep iscopal El l is 
Schoenchen 438 Methodist Ellis 
Severin 235 Method i st Ellis (colored) 
Hyacinth 180 Methodist Hays 
Presbyterian Hays 
11,114 





Non - Church 
Protestant 
City Popula tion 1930 l~,907 












n11.rr-w. 10 11 l~ l~ 




1921-1930 3 2 
1931-1938 2 1 4 























SENIOR AGE CHART Av. 
14 15 1 f; l? lA 19 9.() 9.1 5'? 9.~ ~.Ll. ?~ 9.f; A~P Potal 
L 2 1 1 1 2 1 ~1 . 42 8 
·1899-190,, 
T 2 l 2 2 l l 2 1 2 19 .92 14 
· L 1 l 1 l 19.25 4 
1909-1918 
T 1 l 1 1 1 18 .00 5 
L 3 1 3 1 1 120.55 9 
~919-1928 
T 1 3 1 7 6 2 l 2 0.9 . 43 23 
L 3 1 6 3 3 1 5 3 1 1 1 11 9 . 48 29 
929 -1938 -
T 1 1 3 3 2 1 20 . 99 11 
TOTAL 1 0 11 8 12 14 15 6 13 8 9 4 1 102 
{''Ln -,..+ l ('\ -- - - -JillJIOR SIZE OF FAMILY 
n /\,Y,R 1 ?. 4 !') h ? 
1881- 1890 2 1 
1891- 1900 
1901-1910 
l9J.l-1920 1 1 
1921- 1930 1 1 2 1 1 
1931- 1938 1 1 5 l 
TOTAL 1 0 4 3 3 6 2 
A Q 1 () 
1 2 1 
l 1 
2 3 1 
1 l 
0 











SENIOR SIZE OF FAMILY 
nA'T'-W. 1 2 4 5 6 ? 8 9 10 11 12Total 
1899-1908 1 . 2 3 
1909-1918 1 1 
1919 - 1928 l 1 1 l 1 3 1 1 10 
1929-1938 5 5 1 4 ? 3 5 4 1 1 1 3? 
TOTAL 1 8 6 2 5 10 4 8 4 1 1 1 51 
~hArt l P, 
JUNIOR NATIONALITY 
.American German -Russian Bohemian GermRn NAgro rro+.A1 
881- 1890 5 1 6 
1891- 190( 5 1 1 7 
1901- 1910 
1911- 1920 3 1 1 5 
1921- 1930 8 5 l 14 
1931- 1938 3 9 12 
!TOT.AL 24 15 1 3 1 44 
N 
?3 
U'8'm.I9{) r-i r-i r-i r-i ,qi 
-qsi:.rr r-i r-i 
-qo1oos r-i r-i 
t.{S"J'.T~U:[ r-i r-i 
u-enmr 
r-i r-i 
U,;? o 1 .r emv 
u-en> BUl3:) 
t.{S1TOd r-i r-i 
qoue.IJI r-i r-i 
UBO"J'.X8W: r-i r-i N 
H 
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P:: 
0 
mnreq.r N r-1 t') f:q • 
Cl) 
u·ErJ:ssntr r-1 N ,qi r-1 co Ul3tu.I9{) N N 
r-1 
U'B01.I8TllV co Ol r-1 t') -qi -qi lO r-1 
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MARITAL STATUS OF SENIOR DELINQUENTS (1) 
nArr-re M l\ l_,,H' I H'. 11 QTl\Tf'!.T li' l\Tr\ OT/V'tf''\'OT"\ 
L 4 1 3 
1899 -1908 
T 9 5 
L 3 1 
1909-1918 
T 1 4 
L 9 
191 9- 1928 
T 2 20 1 
-,. 
L 9 18 1 parted 1 Woman 3 Wom~n 
1929- 1938 T 4 ? 
TOTAL 23 69 10 
(1) Those 16-26 years of age . 
Chart 17 
JUNIOR PARENTS FAMILY STATUS 
DATE NOT Mll h'H' I 11'.ll l\/f Jl h' H' I 11: I I -Pf\ R'PRn w A 'T'Rli!R mr" r n/1 1 ·-w ,..- D"R tin ~{VPl-T ffJ:i'An 
1881-1890 5 1 3 
1891- 1900 2 5 
1901-1910 
1911-1920 1 2 1 1 
1921-1930 10 2 1 1 1 
1931-1938 9 2 1 
TOTAL 1 28 4 12 2 1 
LEG --lllliil.!!IIA ~L 
fflllffil!lffi!L!, 




Char t 18a 
HOMES OF TRANSI ENTS Q) . a 
0 . . . 0 • 0 • ed . . • . Cd t:D • .µ . P=l A •r1 n A n . A . A n Q) .0 A lo< 
Cd . .cl n 0 • 0 Cd Q) ti . r-. Q) j Q) 0 z 0 H H Cl) 0 P-i 8 0 0 z z 
1899-1908 5 3 2 1 1 2 
1 90 9 - 1918 1 1 1 1 1 
1 919 -1928 3 6 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 
1929- 1938 2 1 4 1 1 1 1 
I 
TOTAL l 8 8 5 3 2 1 1 3 l 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Chart 19 
SENIOR PARENTS FAJ\ITLY STATUS 
DATE PARENTS LIVING SEPARATED FATHER DEAD- MOTHER DW.An BOrrf-T D'RAD 
L 5 1 2 
1899-1908 
T 8 1 2 3 
L 2 1 1 
1909-1918 




T 13 2 2 4 4 
L 18 5 3 
- 1929-1938 
T 8 3 2 
TOTAL 61 4 11 15 11 
' I I I I I I I ' ' p:1 GRADES ATTAINED 
Av . 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 Gr ade 
Chart 20 and 21. 




ri CJ) H 
Sr . 1 1 1 5 3 3 3 3 1 1 5 . 6e 
Jr . 
O') co 
O O H 
o,.µ m 
H H 
Sr . 1 1 2 1 3 1 6 . 11 
Jr . 2 3 2 1 6 .00 
O')+) CJ) 
rl H 
Sr . 2 2 2 1 5 4 4 1 2 2 4 1 1 7 . 71 





Sr . 1 2 1 8 5 10 3 3 2 3 1 2 8 . 95 
~OTA µ 1 4 8 13 8 21 17 24 5 8 6 8 2 1 2 
I I 
Chart 22 
I. Q, . 
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BTTR("!-T.ll"R'r T AR1;"·"'T- 1n ,- ~H-y 
81 69 81 




106 111 6? 81 
81 105 62 75 
80 87 62 

























EXPENDI TURE FOR 
HAYS I:tvlPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
Aug . 1 191? Paving $1?2,464.00 
May 1 1923 123,683.23 
May 1 1923 60,242 . 86 
:Mar . 1 1924 1?2 , 164.8? 
July 1924 42 ,048-. l? 
July 1924 66,9?3.?8 
Nov . 1924 31,?80.59 
April 1922 Lateral Sewer 4,630 . 00 
April 1923 Lateral Sewer 18,82? . 26 
Oct . 1924 Storm Sewer 58,000 . 00 
From Aug . 1, 191? to Nov . 1924 $750 , 814.76 
1917 Paving 1?2,464. 00 
From May 1923 t o Nov. 1924 $5?8,350.?6 
Bond Records of Hays - ~City Clerk's Office. 
Chart 24 
JUNIOR COMPANIONSHI P 
DATE AT.l1NR WT'T'R ()N'w. WT'T'R rm.AT() 
1881-1890 4 2 
1891- 1900 ? 
1901- 1910 
1911- 1920 4 1 
1921- 1930 8 6 
1931-1938 4 2 6 
TOTAL 2? 10 ? 
Chart 25 . 
SENIOR COMPANIONSHIP 
DATE ALONE WITH ONE WITH T'flO WITH .THREE WI TH FOUR 
L 4 l 3 
-· 18;1 9- 1908 
T 4 '1 3 
L 5 . 
- 1909-1918 
T 3 1 
L '1 2 
'- 1919- 1928 
T 13 6 4 
L 15 10 4 
.__ 1929-1938 
T 6 4 
TOTAL 5? 30 7 !') 
Chart 25a 
JUNIORS , PLACE OF CRIME 
Dll'11E f!T'T'V f-(\1 I n '-'V 
1881-1890 2 4 
18 91-1900 6 1 
1 901- 1910 
1911-1920 4 1 
1921-1930 14 
1931- 1938 12 
TOTAL 38 6 
Chart 26 
JUNIOR 





















Kansas Statute concerning length of sentence and age of 
young men committed to the Kansas State Industrial Reform-
atory at Hutchinson, Kansas. 
?6-2306 Sentence to reformatory: term of imprison-
ment. Any male person between the a ges of sixteen and twenty-
five who shall be convicted for the first time of any 
offense punishable by confinment in the state penitentiary 
may, in the discretion of the trial judge, be sentenced 
either to the state penitentiary or the Kansas State 
Industrial Reformatory; and any person who upon such con-
viction shall be sentenced to imprisonment in the Kansas 
State Industrial Reformatory shall be imprisoned according 
to this act, and not otherwise , and the courts of this state 
imposing such sentence shall not fix the limit of duration 
thereof. The term of imprisonment of any person so con-
victed and sentenced shall be terminated by the Board of 
Administration as authorized by this act, but such imprison-
ment shall not exceed the maximum t erm provided by law fo r 
the crime for which the person was convicted and sentenced. 
(1. 1901, Ch. 355, #8; May l; R.S. 1932, #?6-2306.) 
This thesis includes all young men classified under this law 
committed to the Hutchinson Reformatory from Ellis County, 
Kansas, and also transients from all over the United States 
who were convicted in this county. 
86 
Chart 2 8 
SENIORS, PLACE OF CRIME 
DATE CITY COUNTRY 
L 12 3 
1899 - 1908 
T 3 4 
L 4 1 
1 909-1918 
T 2 2 
L 22 1 
1919- 1928 
T ? 2 
L ? 3 
.... 
1929-1938 
T 21 8 
TOTAL ?8 24 
DATE 
L 














ASSAULT POVETOUS MURDER ROBBER'V D/1 mm LI' JV n,.Hi':.i .J\R'V ILAn:, " ... . 11'1 ·-· ·" - -1 RA "P~ _f. nq()l,T fTl{)fTl I\ T r!R T 1'.lITi'. qo.1. ·-- -
B l C 1 C 2 C 3 8 D 1 2 41 . 66 Par 0 Par 0 Q Pen 1 no..-. , 
C 2 C 2 C 5 C -- 14 4 C 1 D 1 D 1 2 81 . 25 
0 
{) 
C 0 C 2 C 0 C 2 C 0 4 
D 0 D 0 D 0 D 0 0 50 . 00 Par 1 Par 1 Par 1 Par _3 6 
("\ -0 2 C 3 5 
D 0 0 100 . 00 
Par 3 3 
("\ 
C 3 C 1 C 0 C 5 C 0 9 
D 1 D 0 D 0 D 0 1 5? . 14 Par 1 Par 1 Par 1 Par 1 4 
("\ 
C 1 v 4 v .LL c_; 'I 23 
D 2 2 84 . 61 0 
{) 
lj 2 C 1 C 4 C 5 C 9 C 4 C 3 C 3:+ 3 
D 0 D 1 D 1 D 1 D 2 5 69 . 04 Par l* Par 0 Par 1 Par 3 5 
'PAn 1 _, 
C 1 C 8 C 1 C - 1 1 :+ 12 
D 0 0 
Par 1 1 76 . 92 
Q_ 
3 5 8 34 43 20 13 14 184 




SENIOR CRIMES AGAINST 
ntrrR LJWI I ~ " --' I Y PH'P.q()N l\n I :--< '. H I .T fl 1\1 H :--< 
L 3 2 3 
1899- 1908 
T 10 4 
L 2 2 
1909-1918 
T 4 1 
L 4 5 
1919- 1928 
T 22 l 
L 18 9 
1929-1938 
T 9 3 
TOTAL 72 27 3 
! 
o!hart 31, 
CRIMES COMMITTED IN WINTER AND SUMMER 
Winter Summer Crimes A&i:a inst 
L 1 1 Person in Winter 1 3 .18% Property in Winter 34 . 88% Person Person in Summer 10 . 08% T 0 4 Property in Summer 41 . 86% 1899 - 1908 
L 6 0 100 . 00% Property 
T 1 9 
L 2 0 Transients, Persons in Winter 22 . 23% Person Transients, Persons in Summer 77 . 77% 
T 0 l 100 .our~ 
1909-1918 Local Person in Winter 63 . 15% 
Property L l l Local Person in Summer 36 . 85% 100 . uuro 
T 3 1 . 
L l. 4 Transients, Property in Wi nter 31.25% Person Transients, Property in Summer 68 . 75% 
T l 0 100 . 00% 
1919-1928 
64 . 51% L · 2 2 Local, Property in Winter Property Local, Property in Summer 35 . 49¾ 
T 10 12 100 e UUo/o 
L 8 1 Winter Months: October , November, Person December, January 
T 3 0 February , March 
1929-1938 
L 10 8 Summer Months: April , May , June, Property July, August, Sept . T 1 8 
TOTAL 50 52 Institutional Records 
I 
Chart 31a 
DATE OF CRIME 
Jan . Feb . Mar . Anr . Mav June Julv Au~ ; Sent . Oct . Nov . Dec. 
L 1 1 Pers on 
T 3 1 
L899-1908 
Propert( 
1 4 1 
3 1 1 . 3 1 1 
Person L 1 1 
T 1 
ll.909 - 1918 
L 1 1 
1Propert¥ 
l 1 1 1 
L 1 2 1 1 Per son 
T 1 
l 919- l928 
L 1 1 2 
bropertf 
4 4. 2 9 fi 2 
0erson L 1 1 2 5 T 
11.. 929 - 1938 1 1 1 
L 1 2 4 1 3 1 fi l leropert! 
2 2 4 1 
TOTAL ? 2 4 4 ? 9 12 g 11 12 14 11 
Chart 3:lb. 
Comparison of Crops , Depression, and Crime 
Wheat Yields, El l i s County, Compared 38 
with 
Number of Cri nes Cammi tted 
BU . PER NO. BU . FER NO. 
f[EAR ACRE CRIMES ]EAR ACRE CRIN.iES 
tl.881 11 1 1911 2 DG 2. 
1882· 21 l9lg:_ 12 1 
tl.883. 13- .3 1913 6 DG 1 
ll.884 ' 27 1· 1914 20 2 
11885 7 D 1915 11 2 
11886 16 1916 13 2 
tl.887 1 191_7_. 2 D 3 
11888 13 1918 ·9 
tl.889 26 1919 9 3 
il.890 g 1920 18 
11891 12 1921 9 10 
tl.8 92 20 1922 8 6 
tl.893 0 D 5 1923 5 DG 
tl.894 2 . 6D 1924 20 4 
tl.895 4 D 1 1925 5 . D 5 
tl.896 5 1 1926 12 3 
tl.897 l ,;t . 192~'L 6 D 7 
1898 .. -- 12 1928 18 2 
1899 8 1 1929 14 2 
1900 17 2 1930 16 13 
tL901 11 1931 19 8 
1902 2 193g_, 14 5 
1903 17 5 1933 9 3 
1904 9 D 3 1934 5 D 11 
1905 5 2 1935 . ~lDG 17 
1906 5 2 1936 10 
1907 g_. 1 1937 D 2 
1908 14 3 1938 -- 1 
1909 6 D 1 
1910 l!? 
D - drouth 
G - grasshoppers 




'. CRD.1ES AGAINST PERSON HIGHWAY ROBBERY 
DATW. M 1 IH:ll" - - r..TTI\T F'RT AQQ/',,TTLT P/J-Plr WITH GUN 
1899- 1908 2 2 2 
1909- 1918 '? 
1919- 1928 1 
1929-1938 2 4 4 2 
-
TOTAL 3 6 13 4 
Chart 33 
RECEDD·ISM OF INSTITUTIONAL I NMATES 
No. B. 4917 entered the Reformatory as No. 6555 
No. 3412, 5282, 9415, 10264, 1039?, and 11, 19? entered 
the institution again from some other county or from 
Ellis County. No . 5649, 6428, 7338, 5333, 9415, were 
also sent to the State Penitentary at Lansing . 
The following numbers from Hutchinson and Topeka 
have the following records in other institutions: 5694, 
of Topeka, was later sent to the Boys Industrial School 
in Washington, n. c. 
The Hutchinson Boys of the following numbers were 
sent to other institutes as noted: 
No. 1269 work house at Little Rock, Ark . ·five days , 
$30 .00 fine. 
No. 3412 was -at one time an inmate of a Reformatory in 
Penn, 
No. 5368 was in the Missouri Penitentary as No. 30694 . 
No. 5649 served one t erm in the South Dakota Reformatory. 
No. 7664 served a term in the Industrial School in Penn . 
No. 7663 was arrested for truancy in Rochester, New York . 
No. 9045 received a bench parole for forgery . 
No. 92?4 was arrested and released on a charge of grand 
larceny in Ohio. 
No. 9604 was arrested in Manhattan, Kansas, for a bad check 
but was released. 
No. 9653 served one year in the U. s. Reformatory and was 
94 
arrested in Sedalia, Missouri, on the Dyre Act 
and received a Bench Parole. 
No. 9700 was convicted of car theft at Iona, Michigan and 
served a term of one to ten years. 
No. 10397 was accused of three bad checks and one forgery 
and released on parole. 
No. 10697 was arrested and sent to the Naval Prison for 
over leave. 
No. 10375 was arrested at Fort Morgan, Colorado, for 
investigation. 
No. 10682 ser ved a term in the Massachusetts Reformatory 
for burglary, one term in Boston, Massachusetts 
for robbery of one year, and two months in New 
York for Pick Pocket work. 
No. 10949 was .dismissed from a charge of Petty Larceny 
and served six months in jail for liquor charge. 
No. 11009 was arrested for being intoxicated and fined. 
No. 1155? was arrested for a $16.00 check. Settled in 
J.P. Court 1932. 
No. 7425 served seven months in Monroe, Washington, for 
auto theft, one term in Bu.en.a Vista, Colorado, 
for robbery, fined $10.00 in Billings, Montana 
for speeding, served nine months at Denver, Colo-
rado, fined $15.00 for speeding in Casper, ·Wyoming. 
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Chart 33a 
NUMBER OF SENIOR OFFENSES 
nA. '11-W. l ? ,1_ r:; 
L 8 
1899-1908 
T 13 1 
L 4 
- 1909 - 1918 
T 4 1 
L ? 2 
- 1 91 9-1928 
T 13 ? 1 1 1 
L 16 8 1 3 
-
1929- 1938 
T 6 5 
TOTAL 71 23 3 4 1 
Chart 34 
Kansas Statute concerning length of sentence boys may 
receive in the Kansas State Industrial School for boys 
at Topeka. 
76-2109 Period boys remain at school; apprenticeship; 
discharge. Every boy committed to the State Industrial 
School for boys shall remain until he is twenty-one years 
of age, unless sooner discharged as hereinafter provided, 
or bound as an apprentice; but no boy shall be retained 
after the superintendent shall have reported him fully 
reformed; and whenever any boy shall be discharged there-
from, as reformed or as having arrived at the age of twenty-
one years, such discharge shall be a full and complete 
release from all penalit ies and disabilities which may have 
been created by such sentence. (1. 1881; Ch. 129, #7; 
















Ellis County Number R96,53 
three violati'ons 
Rl0264 
Returned from other counties or Ellis County 
Number 
as R4161 R'7338 as P3206 ( 3) · 
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R5282 as Rl0122 R9415 as P4056, Rll446 
R5333 as R3665 Rl0264 as Rll361 
P'748'7 ( 2) 
R5649 as P8858 ( 3) Rl039'7 as Rll478 
R6428 as P260 ( 3) Rlll9'7 as Rl0665 
R6555 as B4917 
In the junior divison there were seven parole 
violations in forty-four cases and six parole violations 
in the senior divison out of one hundred two cases. Eleven 
cases were returned to the Reformatory for other offenses 
from Ellis County or some other county in Kansas. 
gg 
Chart 36 and 37 
OCCUPATIONAL RATING OF FATHER AND SON 
AS CONIPARED ·wrTH THE BARR OCCUPATIONAL SCALE 
Case No. Boy Father Case No. Boy Father 
1 23 3 2 
2 24 3 2 
3 25 
4 26 2 
5 27 4 
6 28 4 
7 3 29 2 2 
8 30 1 2 
'. g 5 31 4 
10 1 32 4 
11 3 33 2 2 
12 34 3 2 
13 5 5 35 3 ,4 
14 5 36 1 3 
15 3 4 37 2 
16 1 3 38 1 2 
17 1 4 39 2 
18 3 5 40 2 3 
19 3 41 3 
20 3 2 42 2 
21 3 2 43 2 2 
22 3 2 44 3 
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Case No . Boy Father Case No . Boy Father 
45 2 ?0 3 
46 2 ?l 3 
4? 2 ?2 3 
48 5 ?3 2 
49 3 ?4 2 
50 3 ?5 2 
51 3 ?6 2 
52 3 ?? 3 
53 2 ?8 2 
54 2 ?9 2 
55 2 80 3 
56 1 81 2 
5? 3 82 3 
58 2 83 3 
59 3 3 84 3 
60 2 85 3 
61 3 86 5 
62 2 5 8? 3 
63 1 88 2 5 
64 5 5 89 2 
65 5 5 90 5 
66 2 91 1 5 
6? 2 92 3 
68 2 93 5 2 
69 3 1 94 5 
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Case No. Boy Father Case No. Boy Father 
95 2 121 1 2 
96 2 122 3 5 
9? 3 4 123 6 
98 3 124 2 
99 3 125 1 5 
100 1 126 1 5 
101 2 12? 1 2 
102 3 128 1 2 
103 3 129 3 
104 3 130 3 5 
105 2 131 1 5 
106 3 132 3 3 
10? 3 133* ·-
108 2 5 134* 
109 3 135* 
110 3 5 136 '3 3 
111 3 5 137 1 3 
112 2 138 4 5 
113 2 139 3 5 
114 3 140 3 5 
115 2 141 4 3 
116 3 l 142 3 5 
117 l 5 143 2 5 
118 3 144 3 5 
119 2 145 3 5 
120 2 146 6 
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150 ·1 2 
* Women sent to the Industrial Farm, Lansing, Kansas. 
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Chart 38 
EXPENDITURE OF 
SCOUT PROGRAM BOYS AND GIRLS 
1920 
1921 









1931 1 , 608 . 04 
1932 201.20 







Char t 39 
MEMBERSHIP OF BOY SCOUT TROOPS 192? • 
Troop I. Baptist Church F . R. Kemper No . Boys 20 
Troop I I. St . Joseph Church Conrad Rupp No . Boys 32 
Troop III. Method i st Church Lloyd Sturtz No. Boys 16 
Troop IV . Lutheran Church I r vin McVey No . Boys 32 
Troop v. St . Joseph Church Alexander Pfannensteil 
No . Boys 30 
TOTAL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 130 
January 15 , 1929, Troops dissalved and were united into 










HAYS SERVICE CLUBS 
Rotary , Legi on, Lions, Chamber of Commerce 
. . . 
. . . . . . 
. . . 
. . 
. . . . 
. . 
. . . 
. . . 
.. . . . 
. . 
• • $ 28 . 30 
• 122 .85 
44 .63 
• 230 . 00 
• • 100 . 00 





















· Chart 40 
EXPENDITURES OF 
PLAY GROUNDS 




















From Commissioners Reports 1920-1938 
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Grocer in Victoria-English Colony 
1882 B. T. Miller - - - - Grocer in Victoria-English Colony 
1884 B. T. Miller 
1886 Alex P. West 
1888 Alex P. West 
1890 Alex P. West 
1892 C. E. Shinn 
1894 c. E Shinn 
Grocer in Victoria-English Colony 
- - Farmer - Horse Trader 
- - Farmer - Horse Trader 
- - Farmer - Horse Trader 
- Quarter Master's Clerk 
- Quarter Master's Clerk 
1896 Joseph Rupp - - - - Farmer 
1898 B. T. Miller -
1900 B. T. Miller -
1902 B. C Afnold -
1904 B. c. Arnold 
- Grocer in Victoria-English Colony 
- Grocer in Victoria-English Colony 
- Harnes s Maker 
- - Harness Maker 
1906 John B. Gross- - - - Stone Mason 
1908 John B. Gross- - Stone Mason 
1910 Jacob Bissing- - - - Implements and Lumber 
1912 Jacob Bissing- - - - Implements and Lumber 
1914 F. E. McLain - - Soldier, Plasturer 
1916 F. E. McLain - - Soldier, Plasturer 
1918 J. B. Gross- - - - - Stone Mason 
1920 J. B . Gross- - - Stone Mason 
1922 J. B. Gross- - - - - St0ne Mason 
1924 J.B. Gross- - Stone Mason 
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1926 if . B. Gross - - - Stone Mason 
1928 Jacob Bissing - - Implements and Lumber 
1930 Jacob Bissing - - Implements and Lumber 
1932 Peter Holzmeister - - Cigar Manufacturer 
1934 Peter Holzmeister Cigar Manufacturer 
1936 Peter Holzmeister Cigar Manufacturer 
(1) Interview, Fred Oshant, February 21, 1938 





COUNTY ATTORNEY , ELLIS COUNTY 
1880-1936 (1) 
1880 David Rathbur n -
1882 J. c. Leahy -
- Lawyer 
- Lawyer 
1884 E. L. Rooks Lawyer 
- Real Estate Dealer 
- - Real Estate Dealer 
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1886 Charles Howard 
1888 Cha rles Howard 
1890 W. R. Nicholson -
1892 Wm. L. Arron - - -
1894 Miles H. Mulroy 
1896 J. P . Shutts 
- - Banker, Lumber, etc . Ellis 
- - - - - - Lawyer 
- - Hotel Operator, Postmaster 
Lawyer 
1898 J. T. Nolan - - - - - - Lawyer 
1900 J.P. Shutts - - - - - - - - Lawyer 





















1914 E. C Flood - - - -
1916 E. C. Flood 
1918 Jacob M. We isner 
1920 Jacob M. Weisner 
- - - - Lawyer 
- - Lawyer 
- Lawyer 
Lawyer 
- - - - - Lawyer 
- - Lawyer 
- - - Lawyer 
- - Lawyer 
Lawyer 
- - - - Lawyer 
1922 Jacob M. Weisner - - - - - - Lawyer 
1924 A. J. Wiles - - - - Lawyer 
1926 J. M. Weisner - - - - - Lawyer 
1928 E. J . Malone - - - - - - Lawyer 
1930 E. J. Malone - - - Lawyer 
1932 A. J. Wi les - - Lawyer 
1934 A. J. Wiles - - Lawyer 
1936 A. J. Wiles - Lawyer 
A man could become a lawyer in the early days by 
serving a Dutch lunch with beer and champaign to the 
three lawyers who conducted the examination. The 
Board of Examiners was appointed by the District 
Judge . 





3-8 Probate Court; fees or salary of judge, judge protem. 
There shall be a probate court in each county, which shall 
be a court of records, and have such probate jurisdiction 
and case of estates of deceased persons, minors, and persons 
of unsound mind, as may be prescribed by law, and shall have 
jurisdiction in case of Habeas Corpus. The court shall 
consist of one judge, who shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of the county and hold his of fice for two years. He 
shall hold court at such times and receive for compensation 
such fees or salary as .may be prescribed by law. The legis-
lature may provide for the a ppointment or selection of a 
Probate Judge p~otem when the ~rebate judge is unavoidably 
absent or otherwise unable or disqualified to sit in any 
case. 
STATUTORY BASIS 
25-101 at each election there shall be elected in ----
each county, a county clerk, county treasurer, register of 
deeds, county attorney, probate judge, sheriff, coroner, 
county superintendent of public instruction, etc. 
19-1101 Election Terms Bond 
There shall be elected in each county a probate judge 
who shall µold his office t wo years, and who shall before 
he enters upon the duties of his office execute to the State 
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of Kansas a bond, in a sum of n9t less than two thousand 
dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars with 
two or more sufficient surities, to be fixed and approved 
by the County Commissioners and filed in the office of the 
county clerk, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
the duties required of him by law and for the faithful 
application and payment of all moneys and affects that may 
come into his hands in the execution of t he duties of his 
office. 
DUTIES 
The probate judge keeps ~11 necessary papers relating 
to the following cases and _such papers are kept subject to 
inspection for the general public . 
Adoption of children; appr ntices; attachments; committ-
ments; convicts estates; corporations extension of charter of 
public improvement companies; court of records; crippled -
children; decedents estates; depositions; divorce and alimony 
duties; contested elections; execution power to issue in 
contested claims against estates; garnishment deposition; 
guardians ; Habeas Corpus; inheritance tax; injunction; in-
sane persons ; examination of county treasurer's books; 
judgments against estates; drainage appeals; j uvenile court; 
letters testamentary and of administration; lunacy hearings; 
marriage; maternity .hospitals or homes; oaths and affirmations; 
administra tion; orders; appeals to district court; poor 
persons, nonresidents, application for admission to stat e 
institution; proceedings in aid of execution; processes; 
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records and papers; referees and references; sale or 
mortgage of property of minors; sanity examining commission; 
sanity inquests; subpoenas issuance of; taxation duties; 






4-2 General Elections; county and township officers . 
General elections and township elections shall be held 
biannually on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in 
November in the years bearing even numbers. All county 
and township officers shall hold their offices for a term 
of two years, and until their successors are qualified . 
STATUTORY BASIS 
7-19-701 Elections and terms; qualifications bond. A 
county attorney shall be e_lected in each county organized 
for judicial purposes, who shall hold his office for a term 
of two years, who shall, before he enters upon the duties 
of his office, execute a bond to the State of Kansas in a 
sum of not less than two thousand dollars to be fixed by the 
board of county commissioners, with two or more sufficient 
surities to be approved by the chairman of said board, which 
board shall be conditioned for the faithful performance of 
his duties as such officer and that he will pay over to the 
county treasurer in the manner prescribed by law, all moneys 
which shall come into his hands by virtue of his off ice and 
he shall deposit such bond in the office of the county clerk. 
Provided, no persons shall be eligible for the nomination 
or election to the of fice of county attorney of any county 
unless such person shall have been regularly admitted to 
practice law within the State of Kansas and is at the time 
114 
of his nomination and election a regularly qualified practic-
ing attorney under said law. 
DUTIES 
Artesian well prosecutions; abandoned navigable river 
beds; advertisements; prosecutions; appeals; decis i ons of 
county com.missioners; a:ppearance befo·re magistrate; pro-
secutions and proceedings against banks and bankers; 
bastardy proceedings; bills of indictment for grand jury; 
approval of bridge and culvert contracts; regi s tration of 
brands of caustic or corrosive substances; change of venue 
in misdemeanor cases; chief clerk in certain counties; 
child labor act duties; cigarette tax duties; prosecution 
of unlawful salary allowances in first class cities; enjoin-
ing the removal of coal and minerals in certain counties; 
recovery of corporation fees upon failure to pay; counselor in 
special cases; criminal cases; acts upon a ppeal bonds in 
mis demeanor cases; duties affecting crimes of children; 
comment or refusal of accused to testify riot permitted; 
duties in plea of alibi; infor~ation in criminal identifi-
cation; criminal procedure; decedents esta tes; dependent 
children duties; election duties; violation of election or 
licence laws; violation of the employment agency act; extra-
dition proceedings; duties in fee bill in cr i minal cases; 
prosecution in violation of feeding stuff act. 










Date, Age , and Home of Boys and Girls 
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Blue-Boys under 16 years 
Red- Boys over 16 years 

















Boy Scout Movement - A. B Wood, Director 
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Playground Program by /I 
Hays Service Clubs , Rotary, Lions , 





2. With whom 





8. Date Admitted to State Institution 
9. Sentence 
10. Any obvious defects 
11. Language at home 
a . German 
b. English 





13. Number of children in 
Mother 
family 
A. Males B. Females 









D. Widowed but remarried 
E. Widowed but not remarried 
F. Both dead 
G. Divorced but remarried 
16. Religion of Parents 
A. Mother 
B. Father 





E. Home Owners 
F. Tenant 
18. Parents any crime record 
19. Occupation of Father 
A. Rank on Occupational Scale 
20. School Record, Grade when left school 
A. Attendance Record 
B. Unknown 
c. Still attending grade school 
D. 5th grade or under 
E. 6th grade or under 
F. ?th grade or under 
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G. 8th grade or under 









23. Reasons for Leaving School 
A. Unknown 
B. Still in school 
c. Economic Reasons 
D. Dissatisfaction 
E. Expelled 
F. Committed to correctional school 





25 . Offense .for which sent 
A. General Larceny 
B. Larceny from Person 
c. Larceny of Conveyance 
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D. Destroying Property 
E. Incorrigible 
26. Alone or with others 
A. Uhknown 
B. Alone 
c. With one 
D. With t wo 
E. With three or more 
2? . Institutional·Record 
A. Discipline 
B. Attitude 
C Type of work 
28. Rehabilitation 
A. Date left Institution 
B. Occupation Now 




E. Present residence 
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agreement to drill. Palmer Oil corporat ion and Storm-
king Oil company Oil Records, Recorder of Deeds office, 
Ellis County Court House. 
Hays City Council. Records City Clerk's off ice, Hays, 
Kansas, January 1, 1920 to January 1, 1938 . 
Ellis City Council Records City Clerks Office. Ellis, 
Kansas, January 1, 1920 to January 1, 1938. 
Letters Church membership reports of El l is County . 
Arnold, Geo. T. Ex . Sec. Topeka, Kansas Prebyterian 
Church Ellis County, July 24, 1937 . 
Fitzgerald, Mrs. Anna Francis, Se c. Congregational 
Church, Ellis, Kansas. 
Justin, Fr. Catholic Church, Hyacenth, Kansas , Aug . 30, 
193?. 
Starbuch, M. R. Sec. Plainville, Kansas Methodist 
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Church, Ellis County, August 4, 193'7. 
Balerian, Fr. Catholic Church , Hya centh , Kansa s , 
August 30, 193'7. 
ise, Geo. W. Sec. Topeka, Kansa s, Baptis t Church 
El l is Count y, J uly 21, 193?. 
Int erviews: 
Adrean, Father. Catholic Chur ch , Servin , Kansas , 
March 10, 1938. 
Basil, Father, Catholic Church Er mmeron, Kansas, 
March 10, 1938. 
Father, Catholic church , Antini ono, Kansa s , Mar ch 10 , 
1938. 
Father, Catholic Church, El l i s , Kansas . July 22 , 193'7. 
Father, Catholic Church Pfeifer, Kansas . May 21, 193'7 . 
Father, Catholic Church , Schoenchen, Kansas. March 10, 
1938. 
Father, Catholic Church, Vi ncent, Kansas . March 10 , 
1938. 
Father, Catholic Church, Walker, Kansas. May 21, 193 '7. 
Edwin, Fr. Catholic Church, Vict oria, Kansas . July 
15, 193?. 
Justin, Fr. Catholic Church, Hays, Kansas, March 10, 
1938. 
Minister Lutheran Church, Ellis, Kansas, July 22 , 193'7. 
Minister Lutheran Church, North Ellis, Kansas , July 22, 
193'7. 
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Mize , .Robert Fr. Episcopal Church, ·May 22 , 1937. 
Sec . Colored Baptist Church, El l is, Kansas . July 22, 
1937. 
Sec. Colored Methodist Church, Ellis, Kansas . July 
22 , 1937. 
Interviews 
Gilson, E. R., February 19, 1938. 
City Clerk of Ellis, Kansas has lived in Ellis several 
years and has contact with the people of Ellis 
through that off ice. 
Meier,. Alex, January 28, 1938. 
Son of an early settler of Ellis County . 
the first three mills in the County. Mr . 
taught school in the county for years and 
County Superintendent of Schools . He has 
quaintance .in the county among' t he German 
people. · 






Has lived all his life in Victoria, Kansas . He is 
manager of the lumber yard in that city and has a 
wide acquaintance in that part of the county. 
Stout, Frank, Constable. January 16, 1938. 
132 
He has held many county offices and has been a resident 
of Ellis County since a boy. He has helped law enforce-
ment officers many times. He is known for his remark-
able memory of names, places, and events in Ellis County. 
Tourtillotte, John. March 25, 1938. 
City herder for 8 years in Hays. He has lived in the 
county since a boy and has a wide acquaintance among 
the early peopl· cf Hays. His wife was one of the 
early nurses of the city. 
